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interpretation of Jung
C.G. Jung (1865-1961), the famous
Swiss psychiatrist, is typically seen as
Sigmund Freud’s great rival. But Jung
was always his own person.
Freudian psychology centres on
humans’ relationship to other family
members, especially parents.
Jungian psychology, more
narcissistic, centres on humans’ relationship to other parts of themselves.
Despite Jung’s proudly labelling himself a scientist, there have been eﬀorts to
downplay his scientiﬁc outlook in favour of a deeper, religious one. The most
extravagant expression of the supposedly true Jung is The Red Book, which
amasses Jung’s speculations from 1914 to 1930. It was not published until
2009.
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For most Jungians, the book is the equivalent of the Koran. It gets
compared to the greatest works of the humanities. In actuality, it is a
disorganised series of dubious distinctions, illogically turned into oppositions
and then equally illogically into paradoxes. Far from profound, it is
sophomoric.
Peter Kingsley is an English classicist who, decades ago, wrote several
acclaimed books on the Presocratic philosophers. Now he oﬀers a twovolume tome on Jung, whom he ties to the Presocratics. Volume one consists
of readable pronouncements about what Jung is really saying; volume two,
equally long, consists of notes.
We are informed by Kingsley that almost every other authority on Jung has
got him wrong. These include Jung’s disciples, Jungian clinicians and scholars
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of Jung. To date, only two persons have got Jung right: the French scholar of

"

by Church historian Adolf von Harnack about the early Christian theologian

#
$

Suﬁsm, Henry Corbin, and Kingsley himself. Kingsley reminds one of the line
Marcion: only Marcion understood Paul, and even he misunderstood Paul.
But Kingsley denies any misunderstanding of Jung on his own part.
Kingsley asserts that The Red Book evinces the true Jung. But, ironically, most
Jungians say the same. They adore Jung’s contempt for science.
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For Kingsley, appealing to Jung in his autobiography, there are two Jungs, one
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ADVERTISEMENT

public and one private. Jung’s public personality is that of a person of science.
Jung’s private, true personality is that of the unconscious. Jung dared not
vaunt his true self – the reason the book remained unpublished for so long.
The public Jung goes back to Plato and Aristotle. The private Jung goes back
further, to the Presocratics (although even the consummately rational
philosopher of science Karl Popper sought to go “back to the Presocratics”).
The scientiﬁc Jung starts with word association tests to make his claims. The
private Jung relies on his unconscious for truth. The public Jung is very critical
of mystics. The private Jung is a consummate mystic.
Kingsley never oﬀers arguments for his intuitions about Jung. He considers
himself better read than others. But he is not. And he is continually wrong.
For example, Jung faults, rather than celebrates, so-called primitive peoples
for projecting themselves on to the world. For him, moderns properly
diﬀerentiate themselves from the world, even if they now need to reconnect
themselves to the unconscious. Above all, moderns harbour psychology,
which is one of the sciences.
Yet the ultimate issue is not what Jung is claiming but whether he is right. Is
the unconscious the sole source of truth? What of all the competing notions
of truth, and of science and reason, that serious thinkers consider? Kingsley
pays these issues no heed.
Robert A. Segal is sixth century chair in religious studies at the
University of Aberdeen (https://www.timeshighereducation.com/worlduniversity-rankings/university-aberdeen), and editor of The Gnostic Jung
(1992) and Jung on Mythology (1998).
Catafalque: Carl Jung and the End of Humanity
By Peter Kingsley
Catafalque Press, 848pp (2 volumes), £59.95
ISBN 9781999638405
Published 1 November 2018

RELATED ARTICLES

How the World Thinks: A
Global History of
Philosophy, by Julian
Baggini
(/books/how-world-thinksglobal-history-philosophyjulian-baggini-granta)
By Lloyd Strickland
(/author/lloyd-strickland)
7 February

It Keeps Me Seeking: The
Invitation from Science,
Philosophy and Religion,
by Andrew Briggs, Hans
Halvorson and Andrew
Steane

The Beginnings of
Philosophy in Greece, by
Maria Michela Sassi

(/books/review-beginningsphilosophy-greece-mariamichela-sassi-princeton(/books/book-of-the-week/it- university-press)
keeps-me-seeking-invitationBy Emma Gee (/author/emmagee)
science-philosophy-and6 September
religion-oxford-universitypress)

The Mind Is Flat: The
Illusion of Mental Depth
and the Improvised
Mind, by Nick Chater
(/books/review-the-mind-isﬂat-nick-chater-allen-lane)
By Tristan Bekinschtein
(/author/tristan-bekinschtein)
29 March

By Simon Oliver
(/author/simon-oliver)
3 January

HAVE YOUR SAY
Comment *

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/books/catafalque-carl-jung-and-end-humanity-peter-kingsley-Catafalque-Press

Page 2 of 4

Catafalque: Carl Jung and the End of Humanity, by Peter Kingsley | Times Higher Education (THE)

13/06/2019, 03*00

Please make sure that your comment does not contravene our terms and conditions (/terms-andconditions/).
Update your username to use in public-facing parts of the site, such as commenting on articles here
(/user).
Submit comment

MOST VIEWED

‘Trolling’ fears over
Leeds’ anonymous
student feedback plan
(/news/trolling-fears-overleeds-anonymous-studentfeedback-plan)

UK government may
acquiesce to return of
post-study work visas

Best universities in the
UK

(/student/best(/news/uk-government-may- universities/bestacquiesce-return-post-study- universities-uk)
26 September
work-visas)

By Anna McKie (/author/anna-

By John Morgan (/author/john-

mckie)

morgan)

11 June

10 June

Best universities in
Canada
(/student/bestuniversities/bestuniversities-canada)
26 September

MOST COMMENTED

The academy I dreamed
of for 20 years no longer
exists, and I am waking
up
(/features/academy-idreamed-20-years-nolonger-exists-and-i-amwaking)
By Ellen Kirkpatrick

Does university
assessment still pass
muster?
(/features/does-universityassessment-still-passmuster)

When does proofreading
become plagiarism?
(/news/when-doesproofreading-becomeplagiarism)
By Anna McKie (/author/anna-

‘Trolling’ fears over
Leeds’ anonymous
student feedback plan
(/news/trolling-fears-overleeds-anonymous-studentfeedback-plan)

By Anna McKie (/author/anna-

mckie)

By Anna McKie (/author/anna-

mckie)

12 June

mckie)

23 May

11 June

(/author/ellen-kirkpatrick)
23 May

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

Thomas Berry: A
Biography, by Mary
Evelyn Tucker, John Grim
and Andrew Angyal

The Hum of the World: A
Philosophy of Listening,
by Lawrence Kramer
(/books/hum-world-

Counterfactuals: Paths
of the Might Have Been,
by Christopher
Prendergast
(/books/counterfactuals-

Researching the things
that go bump in the
night
(/blog/researching-things-gobump-night)

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/books/catafalque-carl-jung-and-end-humanity-peter-kingsley-Catafalque-Press

Page 3 of 4

Catafalque: Carl Jung and the End of Humanity, by Peter Kingsley | Times Higher Education (THE)

(/books/thomas-berrybiography-mary-evelyntucker-john-grim-andandrew-angyal-Columbia-

philosophy-listeninglawrence-kramer-Universityof-California-press)

University-press)
By Ursula King (/author/ursula-

(/books/counterfactualspaths-might-have-been-

bump-night)

christopher-prendergast)
By Robert Eaglestone

By John Shand (/author/john-

(/author/robert-eaglestone)

shand)

23 May

13/06/2019, 03*00

By Matthew Reisz
(/content/matthew-reisz)
16 May

6 June

king)
13 June

SPONSORED

(/hub/queens-university-

(/hub/p/learning-machines)

belfast/p/cancer-breakthroughsand-changing-culture-cancertreatment)

Cancer breakthroughs
and changing the
culture of cancer
treatment
(/hub/queens-universitybelfast/p/cancerbreakthroughs-andchanging-culture-cancertreatment)

It is true: melon seeds
can protect your heart
(/hub/p/learningmachines)
Through experimental research,
it has been conﬁrmed that
melon seeds contain several
nutrients that improve the
cardiovascular system.
Promoted by Monterrey Institute of
Technology and Higher Education
SPONSORED

Moving away from “one size
ﬁts all” towards precision

(/hub/p/should-universities-beforce-social-good)

Should universities be a
force for social good?
(/hub/p/shoulduniversities-be-forcesocial-good)
A university's social mission has
got lost in the frenzy around
national hot topic debates, but
there is a...
Promoted by PA Consulting
SPONSORED

medicine
Promoted by Queen’s University
Belfast
SPONSORED

Contact Us (/contact-us)

Write for THE (/write-times-higher-education)

Privacy (/privacy-policy)

Cookie Policy (/cookie-policy)

English (/books/catafalque-carl-jung-and-end-humanity-peter-kingsley-Catafalque-Press)

Terms & Conditions (/terms-and-conditions)
Our partners (/our-partners)

Simpliﬁed Chinese (

) (/cn/books/catafalque-carl-jung-and-end-

humanity-peter-kingsley-Catafalque-Press)

Subscribe
If you like what you're reading online, why not take advantage of our subscription and get unlimited access to all of
Times Higher Education's content?
You'll get full access to our website, print and digital editions, and the Times Higher Education app for iOS, Android and
Kindle Fire devices.

Subscribe (/store)

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/books/catafalque-carl-jung-and-end-humanity-peter-kingsley-Catafalque-Press

Page 4 of 4

